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A Promised 

Land is a 
chronicle of the 

events in Barack 
Obama’s life’s 
journey, so far, 
in a historic 

perspective. I 
must admit that 
after reading 

through half of 
the 752 pages, I 
had to leaf 

through the rest 
to ready this 

review for an 
on-time 

publication. 
 

Obama’s odyssey from his childhood to 

becoming the forty-fourth president of the 
United Stated of America is full of miracles 
and promises. It was all accomplished through 
his perseverance, organizational skills and 

grassroots activism. 

Obama takes the readers along with him 
everywhere he goes including the far corners 

of the world, his own home where he interacts 

with his wife, Michelle Obama and two 
children, to the White House, to his cabinet 
meetings and beyond.  

In A Promised Land, Obama talks candidly 
about his relationship with Jeremiah Wright, 

a controversial African-American religious 
leader and how the media misrepresented 
their relationship. He also talks at length 

about  Joe Biden and Hillary Clinton. He talks 

about the frustration that Hillary Clinton 
experienced losing to Obama, a junior senator 

from Illinois. At the same time, he also 
realizes that Hillary is a smart and ambitious 
woman “who had chafed under the constraints 
of their times.” 

 Surprisingly, he doesn’t talk about Trump 

until towards the end of the book where he 
writes, ““For most of my first two years in 
office, Trump was apparently complimentary 

of my presidency, telling Bloomberg that 
‘overall I believe he’s done a very good job’; 
but maybe because I didn’t watch much 

television, I found it hard to take him too 

seriously.”  

Obama also mentions his perception of Indian 
politics and its leaders. He mentions this about 
Rahul Gandhi, a scion of Nehru-Gandhi family 
and the leader of the opposition party in India, 
“Rahul Gandhi has a nervous, unformed 
quality about him, as if he were a student who'd 
done the coursework and was eager to impress 
the teacher but deep down lacked either the 
aptitude or the passion to master the subject.” 

Obama honestly reflects his frustration with 
partisan politics and how that greatly impeded 
passage of the Affordable Care Act also known 
as Obama Care. Other topics dealt in detail are 
his handling of the global financial crisis, and 
Osama bin Laden’s killing.  

All in all, A Promised Land is a good read 
about our contemporary history and lessons 

learned from there. 

-Reviewed by Anil Shrivastava ‘Musafir’ 


